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Cover photograph by Sandi Hinerangi Barr (Kāti Māhaki).
A view of the pounamu reef at Te Raukura o Papatūānuku in the Upper Cascade region. This spectacular
example of naturally occuring pounamu has a rāhui on it (see section 4.4).
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Karakia

Whakatuwherataka
Uea waerea
Ka hura rā te takata ki tai, te takata ki uta
Ki te wāhi ake o te Pounamu tapu
Ki te Tai o Poutini e
Koia tēnei te wāhi kakapa ai te manawa
Te pōhatu o Takaroa
Te toka aiō e takoto nei
Te tihi kahuraki o Aoraki
Mai Hokitika awa ki Piopiotahi
Ko tōu manawa, ko tōku manawa
Tārewa tū ki te raki kia eke,
eke panuku, eke Takaroa.
Whano whano haramai te toki
Haumi ē! Hui ē! Taiki ē!

This kōwhaiwhai pattern was created by Fayne Robinson (Kāti Māhaki). The centre is done in a pūhoro form,
which represents the swift and agile waters where pounamu is found. It is a rhythmic design, representing
two stylised heads with outstretched hands, which form the kaitiaki of our awa.
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Photo courtesy of Museum of New Zealand
Te Papa Tongawera (0L00116).
A pre-European example of a ceremonial adze
blade made from South Westland nephrite. Toki
poutakata are a lavish symbol of wealth and
authority.
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Foreword

He pounamu he takata, he takata he pounamu.
The pounamu and the people are one.

He Mihi

Ki ō tātau mate kua haere ki tua atu o Heretaniwha, moe mai rā i te moeka roa. Haere ki te tini me te mano i haere i mua
i a koutou. Āpiti hono, tātau hono, rātau te huka mate ki a rātau. Āpiti hono, tātai hono, tātau te huka e pai nei – tihei
mauri ora!
The hapū of Te Tai o Poutini ki te Toka, Kāti Māhaki, has a spiritual, genealogical, cultural and working relationship
with pounamu that spans 800 years. Pounamu is a highly prized taoka (treasure) with a powerful lifeforce and mana.
Pounamu has been used to make tools, weapons and adornments by generations of Kāti Māhaki.
With the passing of the Ngāi Tahu (Pounamu Vesting) Act 1997 and the Ngāi Tahu Management Plan 2002, our kaitiaki
relationship to this taoka within our takiwā has been affirmed. While the legal ownership of pounamu was returned to
Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu, the tribe has recognised that local rūnaka with pounamu sources in their areas have ancestral
kaitiaki (guardianship) rights to maintain, protect and exercise. The extent of those kaitiaki rights and the role of rūnaka
kaitiaki are outlined on page three of Section 1.
Te Rūnanga o Makaawhio represents the hapū of Kāti Māhaki and our exclusive boundaries are from the south bank of
the Pouerua River to Piopiotahi (Milford Sound) and across to the Main Divide.
It has taken seven years since the approval of the tribal plan to complete the Makaawhio plan. During this period, we
have had to fight internal and external attacks from those who have been motivated by greed for this taoka and we have
weathered the storms. Kei te tūkaha kā uri o Kāti Māhaki ki Te Tai o Poutini ki te Toka.
I would like to acknowledge the following people and organisations for their involvement in the development of this
plan:
Policy writer Tremane Barr and project manager Sandi Hinerangi Barr. Members of the Executive of Te Rūnanga o
Makaawhio, Kōmiti Pounamu and Māhakitaka Committee: Terry Scott, Helen Rasmussen, Paul Wilson, Rev. Rihari Wallace,
Marie Mahuika-Forysth, Gary Coghlan, Gene Wilson, Jeff Mahuika, Dougal Austin, Paul Madgwick, Steve McLaren, Mike
Rochford, Kathleen Scott, Stuart Barr, Pauline Adams, Barry Rochford, Mata Holliday, Kara Edwards, Maxie Duncan, Wilfred
Te Koeti and Tim Rochford, as well as Susan Wallace and Waikohatu Scott from the Makaawhio office. Thanks also to
volunteer Makaawhio web administrator Paul Addison.
Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu staff, in particular: Anake Goodall, David O’Connell, Ali Mitchell, Craig Pauling, Huia Pacey, Joan
McSweeney, Kim Rigby, Takerei Norton, Vicki Ratana and Rachel Puentener for providing technical advice and support.
Staff from the Department of Conservation, Ngāi Tahu Māori Legal Services, New Zealand Police, GNS Science, the
Ministry of Culture and Heritage, Te Papa Tongarewa, New Zealand Customs and the New Zealand Historic Places
Trust, as well as lawyer Maui Solomon, private investigator Rob Nicholl, Bill Doland from Te Rūnaka o Kāti Waewae and
pounamu expert Russell Beck for their feedback on drafts of the plan.
Lastly, a big thanks to all those Te Rūnanga o Makaawhio members who attended and contributed to the consultation
process and hui held on Pounamu Management between 2002 and 2009.
E kore e mutu te mihi ki a koutou mō ō koutou whakaaro me ā koutou mahi. Nā te mahitahi i whakairo tēnei kuru
aūhuka hei ārahi i Te Rūnanga o Makaawhio.
Nā reira, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa.
Nāku noa nei, nā

Tui Cadigan
Chairperson, Te Rūnanga o Makaawhio (11 April 2009)
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Photo courtesy of Canterbury Museum.
Image reproduced courtesy of Te Papa
A toki from the Tahutahi (Cascade) River region
dating back to pre-1500s. The whitish coating
on the adze, caused by oxidisation, is a clue to its
antiquity.

Protect the treasured greenstone
for us and future generations

Tiakina te pounamu
mō tātou, ā, mō kā uri ā
muri ake nei
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